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2011 TRAVIS CHAPTER ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PART

The Travis Chapter of TSPE is pleased to welcome Ortega Elementary
School t o t his year 6s annual Ch
sponsoring 45 children through the generosity of our members and
community.

Join us on December 14" for some holiday cheer, caroling by Cantamos
choir from the First Baptist Church, and a special appearance by Santa
Claus.

We are still looking for volunteers to help transport the gifts to Ortega
Elementary after the party. If you have a large vehicle and you are willing
to help, please contact Marie Martinez at marie.martinez@tceqg.texas.gov
or at 512-239-2054.

DATE: December 14, 2011

LOCATION: Green
Pastures, 811 West Live
Oak Street, Austin, TX
78704

TIME: 11:30AM- 1:00PM

RSVP: Register at
http://www.tspe-travis.org.
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Hello, TSPE Travis Chapter-

As most of you know, | am your current TSPE-Travis Chapter President-Elect for the 2011-2012 year.
What 6s that vyoHlI saty? PYesj dehatods right. I am
year 6s TSPE | ocal ¢ hweltdmes her Finst ditdei odedmntotthis avarld. sBlote mom and
baby, Cora, are at home and doing well. Larissa will rejoin us in January 2012 to finish off this year in her
role as President.

This brings us to some great upcoming events. The annual Engineer 6 s Banquet wi |l |
24, 2012 at 11:00 A.M. at the Radisson in downtown Austin. Our annual local MathCounts competition
will be held the following Saturday, February 25, 2012, at the Pickle Research campus in northwest
Austin. There will be plenty of buzz about these events and more information will be available as the
dates approach. We are always looking for volunteers to help with these functions and our surrounding
Educational Engineering Outreach events, just contact me if you are interested.

But wait, you might be asking, what about this
annual TSPE Christmas party right around the corner on December 14™. It will be held at Green Pastures
restaurant at 11:30 A.M. As part of this annual event, TSPE members have sponsored children from
Ortega Elementary School for the holiday season. The unique feature of this event occurs when the
children join us for lunch and unwrap the gifts we have bought them right there with us! It is my most
enjoyable function of the year and one you will not want to miss. The banquet will include special guest
appearances from Santa Claus and the Cantamos choir from the First Baptist Church.

| also want to take a moment to reflect on some of the recent TSPE gatherings from this eventful Fall
season. We have had some great speakers including Trish Smith and Jennifer McEwan with TSPE-State
who brought us up to date on the current political scene. Greg Meszaros, the Director of Austin Water
Utility, discussed current and future drought conditions and their repercussions. Most recently, we had an
Outreach Event where TSPE members served as engineering career recruiters to hundreds of ninth
graders at the Round Rock ISD Career Fair on November 18",

Thank you all for your hard work and join me as we continue our endeavors to protect and promote the
profession! | look forward to meeting and speaking with all of you soon!

Nicole Francois, P.E.
President Elect

TSPE i Travis Chapter
2011-2012

Travis Chapter TSPE December2011
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Round Rock ISD Career Day

The Round Rock ISD Career Day was held on November 18", at the Texas State University i Round
Rock Campus. There were approximately 1,000 ninth grade students that attended the event from
morning through lunch.
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There were about 50 separate vendors, in which the Texas Society of Professional Engineers had a
booth to promote engineering careers to the kids. Several of the kids already knew that they wanted to be
an engineer and also exactly what field they are going into! It was a fun day for everyone that
participated.
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PEPP Update
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The current issue we are facing is the debacle over categorization of engineers and a pre-determined rate
schedule that the City of Austin has asked for our input.
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CEC member firms met in early November to discuss various options to present to the City. Numerous
categories and rates have been researched and were discussed. Given a range in member firm size, it
was determined that a "one size fits all" list of professional grades/categories is difficult if not impossible.
In addition, there is concern that the selection of professional services will be influenced by cost if there
is a standard rate sheet. It was also questioned if the City uses standard rates/categories for other
professional services (attorneys, accountants, etc.).
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In summary, the CEC member firms are not in favor of a standard list of professional grades/categories
and range of rates. The membership suggested that it is reasonable for each firm to negotiate rates with
the City on a yearly basis; however, the professional grades/categories should be unique to each firm.
Note, this is not an unreasonable request, since the City is currently attempting to negotiate rates for
individuals, which are unique to each firm.

=
. F

op B oo S o S L SR

o
op S

If the City moves forward with this initiative, despite objections from the consultant community, the CEC
membership would consider the GSA standard categories but this is not preferred.

=
n F

2
> 99

o
o S

Given the numerous discussions we have had on this issue, | recommend TSPE take a similar stance as
CEC. Please give me your thoughts on this issue. | can be reached at mmoya@halff.com.
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